NEWS FROM GREAT WALSTEAD SCHOOL
AUTUMN TERM 2019

by Headmaster

Chris Calvey

TERM HIGHLIGHTS:

WHO’S WHO:

SPORT:

WOODLAND
ACTIVITIES

MEET WILL FULLER,
DEPUTY HEAD

WALSTEAD GIRLS
RISE TO THE TOP

THE SOUNDS
OF MUSIC

See you
next year!
Walstoc
k
Sunday rd2020,
3 May

Over 400 students, teachers, parents and friends revelled in
the sunshine for the first ever Walstock Music Festival in May.
The talented line-up featured Great Walstead choirs, DJs,
bands and soloists, alongside some lively local musicians.

T

alking about big
sounds, this year’s
open session choir
was huge! The
energy of our Songs of Africa
performance was matched only
by the audience’s applause.
Twelve minutes of music,
all sung from memory, is no

mean feat. Add in four choirs
(from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)
accompanied by drummers from
Year 7 with Mrs Hickey and
Miss Atkinson on keyboards,
and you will raise the roof!
Great Walstead orchestra
impressed the director of Music
from Ardingly, performing

“It was very loud,
that’s a good thing!”
Hattie
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alongside his own students
in a spirited collaboration
which included the tricky
James Bond medley. Praise
and thanks to Mr Stafford
and his musicians for helping
to build confidence in our
young players. They produced
a brilliant concert.

THE EXPLORER AUTUMN TERM 2019

THE EXPLORER AUTUMN TERM 2019

OUR STAFF

MUDLARKS

Have you noticed
Mr. Calvey wears
bright socks?

Who’s
Who?

With those words, the secret code was released. Excitement spread
like wildfire. Captains gathered their teams. Mudlarks had begun.

T

Judging the winner for this year’s
jingle was like picking your favourite
pizza topping, a difficult but enjoyable job.
There were cartwheels and piggy backs,
together with synchronised dancing and
riffs on common tunes. But a winner
there had to be. The 2019 Mudlarks
trophy for superb performance across
all 7Cs went to… drumroll please…
the Ravens team!

IN BRIEF

School
Developments
Game on

Our Sports Hall has been resurfaced for
the first time in 27 years – amazingly,
installed by the same team! The contractor
remembered resurfacing it the first time,
and was pleased to see it had lasted so well
– that’s good craftsmanship!

Changing rooms

We’ve given two more classrooms a light and
bright makeover, featuring interactive coloured
boards and desks that can be scribbled on
before solidifying ideas on to paper.

State of the art

Over the October half term, we created
an inspirational new Art Studio in the
Cedar building, complete with
open-plan layout and spectacular views
to get everyone’s creativity flowing.

CAMP

FIELD TRIPS

IF YOU GO
DOWN TO THE
WOODS TODAY

Getting the
bug for bugs
Hunting mini-beasts from the Bird Café
menu, pond-dipping for water creatures or
even spying on a swan guarding her eggs.
Sound amazing? It was. Reception, Years
1 and 2 can tell you about this and much
more from their sun-filled, activity-packed
day at Woods Mill.

There was drama in the woods as Year 7
performed ‘Lord of the Flies’ al fresco. Theatre
takes on a totally different atmosphere when it’s
released into the wild and the classes brought
to life the characters and emotions from the
shipwrecked island. Well done to you all.
In other woodland news, Reception,
Years 1 and 2 took their teddies on a forest
adventure. They sang, made up games and
had a wonderful time with their bear friends.
They even managed to save one or two hot
dogs for themselves.

“Everyone worked
really well together
and had lots of fun.”

eams made camps in previously
unexplored territory, the Glassy
Glade. Having spent weeks learning
how to construct tripods with
lashing, everyone was able to build their own
shelters from scratch. The 7Cs shone brightly
as teams buzzed about helping each other.
Everyone enjoyed sizzling sausages
followed by vast quantities of marshmallows
and strawberries. Yum!

WOODLANDS

DYb DYb DYb

Braving the
elements
Zip wire, crate building and a high ropes course
were among the activities Year 4 tackled at
Broadstone Warren Scout Camp. They also
enjoyed archery, pot holing, axe throwing and
even water zorbing!
A restorative night under canvas saw the
children up early and raring to go. Spirits could
not be dampened by a little drizzle and a very
chilly swim in the outdoor pool concluded the
morning’s activities. It was impressive to see so
many children (and staff) face their fears head
on and conquer them.
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Get to know Will Fuller,
our Deputy Head.
1 W
 hat was your favourite
book as a child? Flat Stanley
by Jeff Brown. I like the story
of how Stanley had an accident
and got squashed but then
made the most of his new
abilities to help others.
2 If you could live anywhere in
the world, where would it be?
Central America, possibly Costa
Rica. I went travelling there
just before I started teaching
and enjoyed diving in the
Caribbean and horse riding in
the mountains.
3 If you could be invisible for
a day, what would you do?
I would like to go round MI5
and be a spy for a day.
4 If you could be anyone,
who would it be? I really
admire the basketball player
Michael Jordon. He once said
an amazing thing about not
giving up: “I’ve missed more
than 9,000 shots in my career.
I’ve lost almost 300 games. 26
times, I’ve been trusted to take
the game winning shot and
missed. I’ve failed over and over
and over again in my life. And
that is why I succeed.”
5 W
 hat did you enjoy most
when you were at school?
My fondest memory from school
was being part of the school
band and performing all around
the country. We even went on a
music tour to Majorca.

EVENT

SCIENCE

I’ve got
my ion you

Great
Woofstead
There were furry friends aplenty to
celebrate ‘bring your dog to work day’ at
The Great Woofstead Dog Show. Pooches
shook paws, wagged tails and sat to music,
raising a brilliant £146 for All Animals
Matter and Animals Asia.
You have until the 19th June 2020 to
teach those dogs new tricks ahead of next
year’s event. We can’t wait!

Congratulations to our
budding Year 7 scientists,
Louisa C, Henry W, Alexander
B and William H who were
invited to compete at the
Salters’ Festival of Chemistry
at Brighton University.

Putting
the moo
into milk
As part of their
chocolate topic, Year 2
had the chance to see
behind the scenes at
a working dairy. They
learned how cows are
cared for and milked
in order to produce
that creamy white
liquid most of us
take for granted.

!
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“Wow! That
is a lot of
milk that
comes from
one cow.”

PRE-PREP

She sells sea shells
Last term, the Pre-Prep class topic was ‘making a splash’.
Here’s the students’ description of a day at the beach,
set up in the playground:

W

e left our classrooms with
a towel and a passport.
Mrs Barker then explained
to us what we were going
to be doing. We could see all the
different activities around us!
These included making a boat,
pirates and sharks, tin-can alley, water
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shooting and building sandcastles.
After each activity we had a sticker
put in our passport to show we had
completed the challenge.
Finally, after we had completed
all the activities we had an ice lolly.
It was a really fun morning. We can’t
wait to do it again!
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SPORT

Play your
socks off
This summer our students blazed
a trail of wins around the country,
picking up the medals to prove it.

!
H
A
R
R
U
H

WELL DONE!

In athletics...
there was a hair-raising photo finish for the
U9 Girls relay team at the IAPS event, while
Francesca R picked up a brilliant win in the U10
1500 metres. Back home, Sports Day saw Eliza H
sprint through the sunshine to shatter the Senior
Girls 75m record.

In rounders...
the U11 team took 3rd in the IAPS Rounders
Plate Tournament.

In cricket...
Great Walstead boys bagged a well-deserved
victory against St Andrew’s Prep at
Eastbourne College.

MATHS

You do the Math
Harry T calculated his way into the
top 6% of the country in the UK
Maths Challenge, receiving gold and
qualifying for the next stage. Well
done to everyone who took part.
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Walstock
Mudlarks
Zorb
Calculate
Ion
Splash
Swan
Chocolate
Shipwrecked
Teddy
Woofstead
Relay
Victory
Sunshine

