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Aims of the Curriculum

“EDUCATING PUPILS TO BELIEVE IN THEMSELVES”

We aim to provide a broad, balanced, differentiated and relevant education which provides continuity and progression and takes individual differences into account. The broad curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the whole child and nurture strengths, so that pupils confidently enter the Senior School of their choice.

We aim to 

· provide a broad, challenging and differentiated curriculum.

· ensure that our curriculum reflects the National Curriculum and meets the requirements of the 13+, Common Entrance and Common Academic Scholarship examinations.

· enable pupils to develop enquiring minds, investigative skills, and independent learning techniques.

· encourage a lifelong love of learning through excellent opportunities, so that pupils are able to discover and develop talents.

· promote the intellectual, moral and spiritual growth of individuals, by encouraging hard work in a happy atmosphere.
The structure of the policies and schemes of work within all subject areas reflects the National Curriculum with the extension material required for the Common Entrance Examination at both 11+ and 13+.  In addition some students are prepared for the Common Academic Scholarship Exams for Independent schools at 13+.

Objectives

We encourage our pupils to:

· be enthusiastic and to put their best into all activities;

· begin acquiring a set of moral values, e.g. honesty, integrity, personal responsibility, on which to base their own behaviour;

  develop their talents and abilities to the full;

· be creative and to develop their own thinking, as well as developing knowledge, skills and understanding.

· work co-operatively with others.

· develop a respect for other people, their property and the environment.

·  be physically fit and recognize the part sport and physical exercise play as an important part of a healthy and well-balanced life.
The Curriculum

Responsibility for the Curriculum

The curriculum is agreed by the Heads of Section, the Heads of Subjects and the Deputy Head (Academic). The Deputy Head (Academic) has overall responsibility for ensuring that the curriculum does deliver the aims and objectives as set out above.

Each subject has an assigned Head of Subject/Department within the school.  In addition there are co-ordinators for Maths and English who liaise between the Early Years Foundation Stage, KS 1 & KS 2.             

They are ultimately responsible to the Headmaster for their assigned subject area, but are line managed by the Deputy Head (Academic).

Content of the Curriculum

EYFS

Foundations are laid for learning. 

Under the guiding theme of Learning and Development there are six clear areas of learning:

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development

2. Communication, Language and Literacy

3. Problem solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

4. Knowledge and Understanding of the World

5. Physical Development

6. Creative Development

All areas of learning are of equal importance and are delivered in conjunction with each other. The children learn through play and more structured activities. These are used to cover the Stepping Stones leading on to achieving the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception year. Children move from the Nursery to Reception in the September following their 4th birthday.

Key Stage 1

In KS 1 The emphasis is on further developing literacy, numeracy and scientific skills of the pupils, while ensuring that the curriculum is enriched as much as possible through areas such as P.E., Art, Drama, I.C.T., and Music. Much of the teaching is topic based and has cross curricular links. French is also taught throughout the department from an early age. Planning is discussed and agreed by the year group teams to ensure continuity and progression.

Key Stage 2

In years 3, 4 and 5 more discrete subject teaching is introduced so that, while themes may run through a whole or part of a term, pupils also become used to subjects such as ‘History’ or ‘Geography’ or ‘Science’.

From Year 6 onwards teaching is carried out in specific subject areas with specialist teachers for each subject, with pupils increasingly moving from one subject room to another. As well as the core subjects (English, Maths and Science), pupils have lessons in ICT, French, Geography, History, RE, Latin, Music, Art, PSHE, CDT (Cookery, Pottery, Design & Drama on a carousel basis), PE  and Games. 

Key Stage 3

In years 7 & 8 the main objective is to prepare pupils for the Common Entrance exam or Independent School Scholarships. The ISEB examination syllabus is followed. 

In Years 7 and 8 pupils study to sit examinations in the following subjects in Common Entrance examinations:

English,  Mathematics 

Biology Chemistry Physics

French , Latin

History, Geography, RE

Some pupils offer Greek or Spanish (from September 2011).

Throughout the School PSHE is an integral part of the curriculum. It is not taught in isolation and is the responsibility of all staff that comes into contact with the children. The syllabus is delivered in one period per week and through subject teaching, circle time, chapel services, charity/community involvement, outings, class roles and responsibilities and guest speakers. 
Delivery of the Curriculum

Subjects and time allocation.

A single lesson lasts 35 minutes. Please see appendix 1 for a break down of time allocation to each subject.

The responsibility for delivery of the curriculum lies in the first instance with individual teachers.  The National Curriculum provides guidelines for our curriculum and this is reflected in our schemes of work. 

We encourage the use of a wide variety of teaching styles within school, promoting the strengths of all colleagues and taking account of the differing learning styles of pupils.  The learning environment we promote is calm, ordered but stimulating, where all pupils feel happy and confident.

Teaching strategies employ a range of techniques including individual, group and whole class work with attention being paid to visual, auditory and kinaesthetic styles of learning.  ICT is used wherever appropriate, without compromising the demand for careful and accurate written work. 

Teachers try to ensure that they share learning objectives with pupils and use questioning to develop pupils’ thinking skills. 

From Year 5 upwards formal setting takes place in Maths. From Year 6 setting takes place in a variety of subjects.  Timetable constraints are noted.  

Planning

Each area of the curriculum has an ordered ladder, showing the broad topics which should be covered within each Year group and giving targets for the attainment of pupils within that Year group, drawn from the schemes of work, which are in turn derived from the policies given for each subject. 

Subjects are planned on a half termly basis by the teachers taking those subjects. Where more than one teacher is taking a subject in a particular year group, planning is done co-operatively, with the Head of Department or subject co-ordinator being responsible for ensuring that clear objectives and targets are set. 

Day-to-day planning takes place in the teachers’ own planning books.  

It is expected that this planning pays particular attention to differentiation for the less able and the more able pupils as well as the ‘middle group’, both within respective sets and, if necessary, in small group or individual support groups. The planning sheets reflect this attention to differentiation.

Evaluation

Evaluation of the curriculum, the effectiveness of learning and of teaching, takes place within the regular meetings held by different departments of the school and as part of the regular review of teaching carried out as part of the planning process. 

It is, of course, the responsibility of the subject teacher to constantly evaluate the quality of learning within their classrooms and to be receptive to ideas and suggestions from colleagues. Among the means by which this might reasonably be achieved are by the teacher’s own reflections, through regular marking, through discussion with other colleagues following observation or otherwise and by reference to subject co-ordinators and the Deputy Head (Academic). (For more detail, please refer to the Homework and Marking Policy Documents and the school policies on Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting to Parents; for details of specific subjects refer to the subject policy documents.)
Assessment

For details of how assessment is carried out please refer to the school’s Assessment Policy document. Formative assessment is carried out throughout the teaching process, through oral feedback to the individual pupil, group or whole class, and through written marking of their work.  We try to strike a balance between the need to give pupils a clear idea of the level at which they are performing (by giving them written marks) and concentrating on their learning and improvement (by written and oral feedback without marks).  

Summative assessment takes the form of regular tests which become more frequent higher up the school, culminating in the exams which take place in years 5 to 8 (at the end of each academic year).  

Pupil Support

Pupils are monitored constantly by staff, both pastorally and academically. 

Pupil’s academic progress is checked against regular reading and spelling tests and the CAT tests administered years 4 and 7.  If a pupil is thought to be in need of extra support in some way the Learning Support department will do an initial assessment, leading if necessary to a full assessment by an educational psychologist.  Pupils may be supported within the classroom through a designated learning support assistant or by withdrawal for specific tuition.  

Individual pastoral care is primarily through the pupil’s form teacher (or tutor in Years 7 and 8) and for boarders through the boarding staff. Care also takes place through the PSHE curriculum.   

Educational Trips and Special events

Every effort is made to support and encourage class and subject teachers in the organisation of educational trips and arrangement for outside speakers and demonstrations. These should be a part of the planned curriculum in each subject.   Subject Co-ordinators are encouraged to organise subject based days where topics from a particular subject are examined in depth and the connections between subjects are examined closely. As examples, Science Days which involve a visiting theatre group, writers’ workshop with a visiting author, visits to Hampton Court or Fishbourne Roman Palace.
Equal Opportunities

It is expected, in accordance with the policies supported by the School, that a policy of strict non-discrimination on grounds of race, gender or class be implemented at all times within all curriculum subjects. It is further expected that, where at all possible, a wide diversity of teaching methods and resources be used which will reflect differing backgrounds and support the stated policy.

Teaching and learning should be differentiated for all pupils in so far as this is possible. For details of provision for pupils with specific learning difficulties, please consult the SEN policy document.

Resources

The school is very well resourced with classrooms, storage areas, and specialist teaching areas for Art, CDT, Science, Music and ICT.  There is a large and well equipped sports hall; extensive games fields play areas and approximately two hundred acres of woodland. 

All classrooms from Year 1 upwards are equipped with electronic whiteboards.  

Individual departments make annual requisitions for materials, which are linked to each department’s development plan. 
Leadership & Management

Overall implementation of the curriculum and organisation of the timetable is the responsibility of the Deputy Head (Academic).  

Decisions about curriculum content and timetabling are discussed by the Heads of Department, with as much consultation as possible before changes are made.  

	TIME
	LESSON
	JUNIORS
	MIDDLES
	SENIORS

	0830 -0840

	0840 – 0900
	CHAPEL
	
	
	

	0900 - 0935
	1
	
	
	

	0935 -1010
	2
	
	
	

	1010 -1045
	3
	
	
	

	1045 -1115

	1115-1150
	4
	
	
	

	1150 - 1225
	5
	
	
	

	1225-1300
	6/ 

LUNCH
	1240

LUNCH
	LESSON 6
	LESSON 6

	1300
	
	
	LUNCH
	

	1310
	
	
	
	LUNCH

	1330
	REG2
	YES
	NO
	NO

	1335-1410
	6/

LUNCH
	LESSON 6
	
	

	1405-1410
	REG 2
	
	YES
	YES

	1410-1445
	7
	
	
	

	1445-1520
	8
	
	
	

	1520-1555
	9
	
	
	

	1555-1630
	10
	
	
	


LESSON TIMINGS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2010/2011
	

	Appendix 1


	YEAR GROUP
	EN
	MA
	SC
	FR
	HI
	GG
	RE
	LA
	ART
	MU
	CDT
	PSHE
	ICT
	PE
	SPORT
	FORM

	8
	2.92
	2.92
	2.92
	2.33
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.75
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	5.83
	1.5

	TOTAL YR 8
	5.83
	5.83
	5.83
	4.67
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	3.5
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	5.83
	 

	7
	2.92
	2.92
	2.92
	2.33
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.75
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	5.83
	1.5

	TOTAL YR 7
	5.83
	5.83
	5.83
	4.67
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	3.5
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	5.83
	 

	6
	4.08
	4.08
	2.34
	1.75
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0.59
	1.17
	1.17
	5.83
	1.5

	TOTAL YR 6
	8.17
	8.17
	4.66
	3.5
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	1.17
	2.33
	1.17
	5.83
	 

	5
	4.67
	4.67
	2.34
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0.58
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0.58
	0.59
	1.17
	5.83
	1.5

	TOTAL YR 5
	14
	14
	4.66
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	1.16
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	1.16
	1.16
	1.17
	5.83
	 

	4
	5.83
	5.25
	2.33
	0.58
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0.58
	1.17
	5.83
	1.7

	TOTAL YR 4
	11.7
	10.5
	4.66
	1.16
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	0
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	2.33
	1.16
	1.17
	4.67
	 

	3
	5.83
	5.83
	1.75
	0.58
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	1.17
	0.58
	1.17
	5.83
	1.7

	TOTAL YR 3
	11.7
	10.5
	3.5
	1.16
	2.33
	2.33
	2.33
	0
	2.33
	2.33
	1.17
	2.33
	1.16
	1.17
	4.67
	 

	TOTALS
	57.2
	54.8
	29.1
	17.5
	14
	14
	14
	10.5
	14
	14
	7.02
	11.7
	10.5
	7.02
	32.7
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