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Overall Statement

The admission of pupils is ultimately at the absolute discretion of the Headmaster.  The following therefore are only guidelines, not absolute statements.

1. Great Walstead welcomes children who differ widely in the variety and strengths of the talents they have.  We aim to celebrate all academic, sporting, musical, artistic, charitable and other personal and corporate successes and achievements as well as to give support and encouragement to all who need help.  There is no entrance examination but we do like to assess all children (from Year 1 upwards) before they are accepted into the school. This will take the form of spending time in the appropriate class together with an assessment conducted by the Learning Support Department.  

2. Great Walstead welcomes children of any race or culture, though with the proviso that it must be possible to organise enough help for them to learn English rapidly and effectively if it is not their first language and that they do have to be allowed by their parents to participate in all lessons and Chapel services.  

3. Great Walstead welcomes children with disabilities either physical or in terms of learning and will explore with parents how the broad curriculum the school offers may be delivered to them.  We are prepared to make changes as far is practicable and reasonable to accommodate such children.  We do, however, recognise that because of the nature of the site and the kind of education offered, there will be some children whose needs we will not be able to accommodate.

4. Some children fall outside the scope of what the school can offer, either because of the level of their own needs or because of the way those needs interact with learning of others. It must be possible for all pupils to have access to the curriculum and to keep up with the academic standards expected.  The school is accepts pupils with Special Educational Needs provided we able to provide the appropriate environment for their academic and pastoral development.  In meeting the needs of such pupils we would not want   a negative for other children. For some pupils assessed as having Specific Learning Difficulties (such as dyslexia) our academic expectations and system of subject specialist teaching (from age 9) may mean that we would not be the best educational environment.  The maximum support we can normally offer is 2 x 1 hour per week one-to-one tuition, some in class support and the services of a language and/or occupational therapist for 1 x half an hour per week.  We are not normally able to meet the needs of any child who requires more support than this.

5. Great Walstead welcomes children from all religious backgrounds as long as parents understand and are in sympathy with the underlying Christian ethos of the school and are happy for their children to participate in all lessons and services.  

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE 

General

1.
Initial inquiry - Prospectus and Magazine sent and general information such as invitations to Open Mornings;

2. Visit by prospective parents/guardians - Letter and Registration Form given 

3. Registration Form received [and copy passed to appropriate departmental head:]

Nursery

Acknowledgement is made letting parents know when place available.  No waiting lists are normally kept but parents can be told “no entry until Sept 2012 but will contact earlier if places become available”. Letter includes insert on policy for allocating sessions.
Term before joining, formal offer of a place is sent with terms and conditions requiring parents to fill in Acceptance Form and pay partial (£200) deposit.  Letter makes it clear that a place in the Pre-Prep will be conditional on the completion of a further Acceptance Form and payment of the second partial Deposit (further £200).

Reception:

If coming up from Nursery: Offer Letter, Acceptance Form and Terms and Conditions are sent and final stage of deposit requested something like 18 months before going into Pre-Prep. (This is a formality).  If there are concerns outside the normal pattern then the Head of Nursery would draw attention to them and discuss them with parents, the Head of Pre-Prep and the Headmaster before the decision is made as to whether a place should be offered.  Once a decision is made, the Offer Letter is sent.

If external applicant: acknowledgement of registration form makes clear if there is a waiting list.  If a place is available: some 12 months before joining, parents are required to complete Acceptance Form and pay deposit.  The only reason for not offering place would be if the school has been told that there may be doubts about the school’s ability to cater adequately for the child. 

Entering during the Reception Year and then from Year 1 and above

Children are asked to come to the school (apart from those who live too far away). The school makes it clear that a day visit and informal assessment is required before a formal offer can be made; parents told if there is waiting list.  Copy passed to appropriate departmental head. Registrar arranges day visit and informal assessment.

The child visits and is assessed informally in the classroom and for a short time more formally by a suitably qualified member of staff (such as Learning Support staff). Assessment form completed by the assessor(s) with a recommendation as to action.

If there are concerns as to the suitability of a pupil these are raised by the Registrar with the Admissions Committee (Registrar, Deputies, School Nurse, Head of Learning Development, relevant Section Head) who make a recommendation to the Headmaster who has the final decision.

The offer of a place may be conditional upon agreement to put in place any Learning Support deemed by the school to be necessary (and which would be charged for in addition to standard school fees). If school is not accessible (e.g. if parents abroad) parents should be asked for recent school reports and any other relevant documentation (e.g. educational psychologist reports).  

Available documents are discussed by Section Head, Head of Learning Development before Registrar makes an offer.  In all cases, the Headmaster is consulted.  In all cases where a child is not being accepted for whatever reason, there should be rapid communication with parents of applicants to explain the situation.

Deferred Places

Where an offer of a place is deferred by a parent, the school may invite, at a later stage, the child to return for a follow up Taster visit in order to update any assessment and review progress. 

Waiting Lists

If there are more suitable applicants than places available, places are usually offered in the following order of priority:

1. Siblings of current or former pupils at the school

2. Those considered to be best suited to the academic requirements of the school

3. Date of first registration

Pupils may be offered places on a waiting list and subsequently offered a place if one becomes available.

The suitability of the school for the child should be reassessed at strategic points of every child’s school career i.e. before entry into year 1, year 3, year 5 and year 7.
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